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It's a family affair: Family-owned männer excels
by: Yvonne Kloepping  in Business on March 17, 2009

   

There’s no business like family business, especially in times of �nancial crisis.
These companies often have a signi�cant advantage in equity capital and
longevity versus other types of ownership.

According to a recent study published by a leading German economic research
institute, about 95% of Germany-based companies are family-run. These
businesses contribute about 41.5% to the overall turnover and provide 57% of
all jobs in the country, the survey states.

“There are many advantages to being a family business,” says
Hans-Peter Männer, president and CEO at mold and hot

SIGN UP | LOG IN 

Sponsored by:

       

Search For...

HOME END MARKETS TOPICS EVENTS WEBINARS WHITEPAPERS

https://www.plasticstoday.com/plastics-today-subscription-center
https://www.plasticstoday.com/
https://www.plasticstoday.com/author/yvonne-kloepping
https://www.plasticstoday.com/business
mailto:?subject=It%27s%20a%20family%20affair:%20Family-owned%20m%C3%A4nner%20excels&body=https://www.plasticstoday.com/content/its-family-affair-family-owned-m-nner-excels/6225076412104
mailto:yvonne.klopping@cancom.com
https://www.plasticstoday.com/user/register
https://www.plasticstoday.com/user/login
http://www.facebook.com/plasticstoday
http://www.twitter.com/plasticstoday
http://www.linkedin.com/company/plasticstoday?trk=biz-companies-cym
https://www.plasticstoday.com/rss.xml
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssqOWXc6CHlf0xnyTweHSxCsluwSVJdajfncuNWtw_Xhms2DCrRMx-nm2kHX-HcrRS7GezyVvbzXtYvSYChwh353SB-TtOpuzfc92X7maHz9OLhJHfQmn6tvJG7Xj6HVkhagyr9SWl8al7ncPy2JHi7tdR70V-LwJ2P9000Sow5zd2V9HdSxh0ZXJtc5yw1swNLamOelH8CsdxcYbafnUpvh-a_ivxZQTifrVUm9ep9C1KkKjnD-9XB1h9la4h7oorFriBdhZt9QVfjw-vwmw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKwrJ_R2boZn&adurl=https://sensing.konicaminolta.us/products/cm-5-spectrophotometer/%3Futm_source%3DWebsite%26utm_medium%3DLeader%2520board%2520-%2520728x90%2520CM-5%26utm_campaign%3DPlastic%2520Today%25202018%26utm_content%3DCM-5%2520Product%2520Page
https://www.plasticstoday.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvlUICzrTjlYWaL_v6VjmrGSB8CCA_19RKLxhLB4utMjy-Jig3JvVxQEyLWrVQnB9MzDmPgwLFS8kbdWTwmVne4EGreeOJlVgZrufK-1dlJRGNMmMyInWI4hHEIZ3Efa7AWafOvBj1_u1rkDF5o2UNuVWqkIsM7S2qHWLh6iqHjj4fPfaiBqyYHO2repGg0oMrML1ulmDpyroQErTSnO9ss4jziUezjlQumh013kO42a7WVUAoTP9eNcpnKsNibtK_zfPwdAkyd3w64DcmNuA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMTNcDUwWKmk&adurl=http://www.braskem.com/usa/delta
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvEe2NWs-I_rOtLRNqHkAsOMILBsUktR_XpOSZgvAY12vN3rRkXihcWBFGIpI6UurYfNvx329fB1go1k7SlU2uLSnYH6T6jnJ7DSCioTQ0K-l_aiAEoAkC1sawWXv05hIdIiPSX0Cxb4fewLz8nBo_p_WtcuDtjZaD3ORvdSjybeg_JMjGj6mK6lXrBnNoMTZEwEepLNAEJ7SOCf4b1jj2XgKcHEzqBNVoKkf3YiWTVhdNlLcGJ0X_xZ2fKoakYfJnRIK650ufohWItEX0CNw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA6NlXhEBfwK&adurl=http://www.sumitomo-shi-demag.us
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsssp_jk0qJJQny97pWhmRm204hGeecMs69_zi2K9ToQl5PqdQSCxOE8TKYK-jBfKnX_DBZtuqEdCebOEQ_M07UaWxzOHH5l672dN5aEyfxgFla1GpFhp9aKAqBhZH8MlqmaKjX6oBWwID-BFO6dIULpPIf6eOCCtF8ZlfyxL_cDo1-2K7bgMBi9kt1md96Qwf-Y8oopIR91nl95omCyW8ErWP3wAZETOPyBhWphhD3uuiu8pK9n1Og-_f1Pv0KcURG3VgCpfJvgW_-PZYGxzQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFVn2MF0WKOu&adurl=http://www.HofferPlastics.com
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss4_vGwr_TBwOGmx9cDPfbi94UnxTXoE6WJDvV8SNrQh1OefMm8bHqn84UO95bvYLEJkClGsqn3_bi_ICmGyS7mlIsKL4r-PvL0JKcCmg-Dww65Qewtja6XygNagfY2EautCQCjbp8nt3Ax-9VizjnZjwMg8kvQT4RYknz-UxZMuyJGBGz0Co3FHIv4Pkz-yQZF90HdhmPkaZZ5r6s4v5YAyDmiyPPtYwqJb8TskGKhvbXX3t7Y0VSc8RKijvE5GRAfeNjLKI2RNmYKBR0O9Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHm0XWuOtMyt&adurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Di12B_NlMVl8%26list%3DPL872b7s2LweiVErbwgR36iFR6rQn77Sr_%26index%3D14
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssX9TnbJ6HW4fuKJxbgDJJ3A23vmXFKY4evFkqGRZqWY91uf8Ue339Y-u-AE8IQ4eJFd1DicVajn4aZ_iH91u0_bM28I23MBQMzBRHJ-T7nKyyNXhBz370VKoqhqROHsfgF1h-Xd51Vpbb3LyOluFw2_TPpAdNv1ad1Sbf7SRf3Vf8rfdlsBfIZnfItMt85DDMvjfHXlhgI6UtNKR0F2iJ7jBYwrxqB3_-hRKH8sJ9bsW7Pe18tdGO1UborbiSVV181hp0VqWfXZ4xIlLeUEg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNraR5z4PR7E&adurl=http://www.asaclean.com/%3Futm_source%3DPlasticstoday.com%26utm_medium%3DBanner%26utm_campaign%3DPlasticstoday%252BSponsorship%252BLogo%252B(Ghosted%252BLogo)
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvoDL4Se8ps2PrrURR3FB-3kHYQ5eWeN8aeZVvMInrg7U0HRlfoI6W3kcZbr-ZGv9fmsYyh26JfgdxNfOkVET6ZqxaWrKeiFqB9fO_83FY4bKKTbdI7BnSu6DwTj3Bs6xqZm17PwYbhvW7OvB3x0Wn24RNUGJmz43nve7Db2d_9BKtYD3763WxDkrfCRmAX38kAFg9K_NdsGY-prslE4KcMLjWrhixPzvtZFqI-YShMK0DycLXbhFOo4B8_ziNEOcHd0duNyxOjWYsowPVpIw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHbgFZNxglxm&adurl=https://sensing.konicaminolta.us/%3Futm_source%3DWebsite%26utm_medium%3DBanner%2520-%2520Company%2520Logo%26utm_campaign%3DPlastic%2520Today%25202018%26utm_content%3DHomepage
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstKpk9A2Dsio54JmR262TsEhGayJ8gS6nK9cqd3jmQ9dhtnHGbQ1MKbGfxSbjb_HdNKEGnMj5KYwtGM37MM727FjDJHCJPoB_vxM8vUM3XGvFSKdiU02Kay8Qwm_sODIt5GqngCR4CwKy4vXvGQvhgUgcyJhoXNltuGDwcoQbjQ_UzjdDfYaQ557Sv5ayhI8p-ol-AUKdMtUdJGgD99nOJIbE1TErWtsdDKg4AOCQCbN6x5tqEaot6euJgG_DLM_enflm4k6fvTq7_cApw39g&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBrNRGb2R4Mi&adurl=https://www.nexeoplastics.com/types/plastics-product-finder/%3Futm_source%3Dplasticstoday%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3DptROS
https://www.plasticstoday.com/
https://www.plasticstoday.com/end-markets
https://www.plasticstoday.com/topics
https://www.plasticstoday.com/events
https://www.plasticstoday.com/webinars
https://www.plasticstoday.com/whitepapers


3.1.2020 It's a family affair: Family-owned männer excels | PlasticsToday

https://www.plasticstoday.com/content/its-family-affair-family-owned-m-nner-excels/6225076412104 2/5

President and
CEO Hans-

Peter Männer
assumed

leadership of
the family �rm

in 2002.

runner manufacturer männer (Bahlingen, Germany), one of
the family-owned companies forming the backbone of the
German economy. “There is no external shareholder seeking
only short-term pro�t. As a family, you think di�erently—you
think long-term. And that de�nes a company, its culture and
its employees. And not to forget, we have a high equity ratio
and are not in debt—a huge plus in di�cult times like these.”
Otto Männer founded the company in 1965. Its start in
manufacturing precision molds for audio and video soon
pulled it into the international market. Then came the era of
CDs and DVDs. Experiencing steady growth, männer began to
focus on the medical device market and today specializes in
serving molders in the medical and pharmaceutical,
packaging, and personal- and healthcare markets. Production
is now done at sites in Germany, Switzerland, and the U.S.
The moldmaker is now in its second generation with the eldest of the founder’s
three sons, Hans-Peter, heading the team. He recalls how the family literally
lived their molding business: “O�ce, production, and our living space—
everything was under one roof in the beginning.” He assumed leadership in
2002. Family patriarch Otto and his wife Christel remain on the board of
directors, and all three sons serve as shareholders.  

Think locally, act globally

“The founder usually starts out where he is at home,” Männer says. “In our case
it happened to be Bahlingen, which turned out to be a big advantage for us.”
More than 10% of männer’s nearly 400 employees are apprentices. He says
one goal is to excite young professionals for the business. “This would be much
more di�cult in an area where large industrial enterprises, insurance
companies, or banks are dominant.” Männer adds that his father realized early
that quali�ed people are paramount to the success of a company. 

Even though predictions for 2009 are everything but bright, Hans-Peter Männer
allows a certain amount of optimism. Incoming orders in 2008 were in fact
higher than the year before. “During normal times I would say that we are full,”
Männer says. “We’ll be working at full capacity until about September. It was a
good decision to focus on a niche market like the medical device industry—but
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we’ll have to wait and see. It’s likely that competitors who have been focusing
more on the automotive industry are going to turn to medical.” —
yvonne.klopping@cancom.com
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PLASTEC West returns to the Anaheim Convention
Center on Feb. 11 to 13, 2020. The event is co-located
with Medical Design & Manufacturing (MD&M) West,
along with shows devoted to automation technology,

packaging and design. Go to the event website for additional information
and to register to attend.
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